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How to use this handout

This handout gathers, in written and ordered form, everything covered in the lesson. You
do not need to memorise it: it is there so you can find things again calmly, later, when the

lesson is over and a question is left hanging.

GOAL

Know when to use Deep Research, Guided Learning and Canvas, start them from the tools

menu and take the results out of Gemini.

What you will be able to do

= Find Deep Research, Guided Learning and Canvas in the tools menu.
= Start anin-depth research job and judge the report.
= Use Guided Learning to learn a new subject, not just to get a summary.

m Create a document in Canvas, edit it and export it.

1. Where the tools are

A normal chat is a conversation. The tools are different instruments, one for each

job.

Click the + button next to the writing box and then Altri strumenti (More tools): a second
menu opens with Canvas, Deep Research and Apprendimento guidato (Guided

learning).
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Nuova chat
Cerca nelle chat
Video

Raccolta

Gem

Cominciamo, Gianluca

X Chiedia Gemini

@ Caricafile
& Aggiungi da Drive

== Altri caricamenti

Crea immagine

Crea video ® Canvas

O Attivita A Crea musics €3 Deep Research

) Gianluca Bonomo Altrisntgemi N ) Apprendimento guidato

The More tools menu with Canvas, Deep Research and Guided learning. Interface in Italian.

THE MENU CHANGES WITH THE WINDOW

Depending on the height of the browser window, Canvas sometimes appears inside More
tools and sometimes directly in the main menu. Do not worry: the entries are always the

same. | checked the menu on 7 October 2026.

When you pick a tool, a label appears in the box (for example Deep Research) and stays

until you remove it. To go back to the normal chat just click the small cross.

2. Deep Research: the researcher who works for you

When you ask a normal question, Gemini answers in a few seconds with what it already
knows. With Deep Research something else happens: Gemini prepares a research plan,
reads many web pages, compares the information and in the end writes a complete
report. Imagine sending a tireless assistant to the library and finding on your desk a

write-up with the sources.
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Gemini

Nuova chat
Cerca nelle chat
Video

Raccolta

Gem

E ora, Gianluca?

Quali sono le migliori piante ossigenanti per un laghetto da giardino piccolo
in Italia?

+ & DeepResearch g 2

G Fonti

O Attivita

Gianluca Bonomo

The Deep Research box: «Che cosa vuoi cercare?» (What do you want to search?), with the Fonti (Sources) and

File buttons.

2.1 How to use it, step by step

1. From the tools menu choose Deep Research. The box changes and asks: «What do

you want to search?».

2. With the Fonti (Sources) button choose where to search. Google says that by default
there is web search, and apps such as Gmail, Drive and Notebook can be added.

With File you can attach your own documents.
3. Write the question, with context and goal (use the four steps from lesson 3).
4. Gemini shows you a plan: you can edit it, then you start the research.

5. Wait. According to Google it usually takes five to ten minutes, more for complex

topics. You can leave the chat and come back later.

6. Read the report, open the sources and, if you like, export it to Docs.

A SUITABLE QUESTION

«What are the best oxygenating plants for a small garden pond, in Italy? Compare at least

five species and tell me which ones are easy to find in nurseries.»
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IT CAN GET STUCK

During my test for this course the research stayed «waiting», without showing the plan. It
happens: if nothing happens after a few minutes, open a new chat and repeat the
request. Keep in mind that Deep Research uses far more than a normal question: check

the limits page now and then (lesson 1).

And remember the fourth step of the method: verify. The report looks like a degree thesis,
but it is still a text written by an Al. Open at least two of the cited sources and check that

they really say what the report claims.

3. Guided Learning: the teacher, not the encyclopaedia

There is a big difference between getting an answer and learning. An encyclopaedia
gives you the answer; a good teacher asks questions, starts from what you know and

takes you along step by step. Guided learning is the second thing.

Gemini & Converti chat in PDF

Nuova chat

Cerca nelle chat Insegnami come funziona il ciclo dell'azoto in un laghetto,

partendo da zero.
Video

o Raccolta

Gem
Esploriamo insieme il ciclo dell'azoto in un laghetto: ti guiderd passo dopo passo con
spiegazioni e domande lungo il percorso.

Nuovo notebook . . — y . .
In un ecosistema acquatico chiuso come un laghetto artificiale, 'acqua non scorre via come in

un fiume di montagna. | pesci @, le foglie cadute <¥ e il mangime non consumato rilasciano
continuamente sostanze organiche. Quando queste si decompongono, liberano composti a
base di azoto che, in pochissimo tempo, possono diventare letali per gli abitanti dell'acqua.

Il ciclo dell'azoto ¢ la catena di montaggio biologica invisibile che salva il laghetto: miliardi di
batteri specializzati # trasformano i rifiuti tossici in composti progressivamente pil innocui,
fino a renderli nutrimento per le piante acquatiche % .

Per iniziare da zero, quale punto di partenza preferisci?

1. Lasequenza chimica e i batteri # : Scoprire i tre passaggi fondamentali della
trasformazione (ammoniaca — nitriti — nitrati) e chi compie questo lavoro.

L'awvio e la gestione del filtro #£ : Capire cosa significa far "maturare"” il laghetto, i tempi
necessari prima di inserire i pesci e gli errori pil frequenti da evitare.

Le piante e la chiusura del ciclo v : Esplorare come la vegetazione e i fondali assorbono i
composti finali, tenendo sotto controllo le alghe infestanti
O Attivita

{7, Gianluca Bonomo [che cosa vuoi imparare?

<+ (@ Apprendimento

mini & un'Al e puo fare errori, ar

Guided learning: instead of dumping everything, Gemini proposes three paths and asks where to start.

| wrote: «Teach me how the nitrogen cycle works in a pond, starting from zero». Gemini did
not pour a lecture over me. It explained in a few lines why the problem exists (fish, fallen

leaves and uneaten food release substances that become dangerous) and then asked
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where | wanted to start, offering three numbered paths: the chemical sequence and the

bacteriq, starting up and managing the filter, the plants and closing the cycle.

= Inthe box appears the label Apprendimento (Learning) and the question «Che cosa
vuoi imparare?» (What do you want to learn?).

=  Answer its questions: that is how it understands your level.

®  You can ask at any moment: «Quiz me» or «Ask me three questions to see if |

understood».

m It works for school subjects, for a hobby, for a new program to learn.

THE IDEA IN ONE LINE

With a normal chat you get answers. With Guided learning you build skill, one step at a

time.

4. Canvas: the workbench next to the chat

Have you ever tried to polish a long text inside a chat? Every correction is a new message,
and the text gets lost among the others. Canvas solves the problem: it opens a
worksheet next to the conversation, where the document stays still and you edit it

calmly.

» Gemini J Converti chat in PDF

Nuova chat
Cerca nelle chat Scrivi una checklist di una pagina per costruire un laghetto
Vid da giardino 3 per 2 metri, con le voci da spuntare.

'deo
Raccolta
Gem

Sto preparando la checklist completa in formato pagina singola, strutturata passo dopo passo
con caselle di spunta pratiche per guidarti nei lavori.

Checklist Laghetto da Giardino 3x2 m Y Esporta v <

Checklist Pratica: Realizzazione Laghetto da Giardino (3 X 2 m)

Una guida passo-passo per pianificare, scavare e allestire un laghetto ornamentale o per fauna acquatica con
superficie di circa 6 m?.

1. Pianificazione e Posizionamento
« [ ] Esposizione solare: Individuare un'area con 4-6 ore di sole diretto al giorno (evitare ombra totale o sole
battente tutto il giorno). I:}

D Attivita

{7, Gianluca Bonomo Scriviamo o costruiamo insieme

-+ Canvas Flash v &

Gemini & un'Al e puo fare errori, anche in merito a persone. La tua privacy e Gemini

Canvas with the checklist to build a 3-by-2-metre pond, conversation on the left.
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I chose Canvas and asked: «Write a one-page checklist to build a 3-by-2-metre garden
pond, with items to tick». About ten seconds later the document was ready, with a title, a
short introduction and numbered sections (planning and positioning, then the following

phases).

4.1 What you can do in the sheet

= Edit the text by hand, as in an editor, or ask Gemini to change a piece (for example:

«Make section 2 shorter»).
= Undo and redo changes with the arrows at the top.
= Enlarge the sheet to full screen or share it.

= Export the work with the Esporta (Export) button.

Gemini J Converti chat in PDF

Nuova chat
Cerca nelle chat Scrivi una checklist di una pagina per costruire un laghetto
a da giardino 3 per 2 metri, con le voci da spuntare.

ideo

Raccolta

Gem
Sto preparando la checklist completa in formato pagina singola, strutturata passo dopo passo
con caselle di spunta pratiche per guidarti nei lavori.

Checklist Laghetto da Giardino 3x2 m n Esp%a v <

B Dpocumenti

Checklist Pratica: Realizzazione Laghetto da Gia g . m)

Una guida passo-passo per pianificare, scavare e allestire un laghetto ornamentale o per fauna acquatica con
superficie di circa 6 m?.

1. Pianificazione e Posizionamento
* []Esposizione solare: Individuare un‘area con 4-6 ore di sole diretto al giorno (evitare ombra totale o sole
battente tutto il giorno).

O Attivita

(". Gianluca Bonomo Scriviamo o costruiamo insieme

+ Canvas

Gemini & un'Al e pub fare errori, anche in merito a persone. La tua privacy e Gemini

The Export button: the two choices are Documenti (Google Docs) and .md.

The two routes are Documenti, that is Google Docs in your Drive, handy if you then work
with Word or with other people, and .md, a text file with simple formatting, which you see
in programs such as advanced notepads. For a document to print or send by email, the

first is almost always the right choice.

NOT ONLY TEXTS

According to Google, Canvas also works for code and small apps. In this course we use it

for documents; for code we will see a more suitable tool, Antigravity, in lesson 10.
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5. Which tool for which job

e RN

A quick answer or an idea Normal chat In a few seconds, without using much.

A report with sources on a broad Deep Research Makes a plan, reads many sites and

topic writes the write-up.

To learn a subject from zero Guided learning Takes you along with questions and
paths.

To write and polish a document Canvas The text stays still and you edit it calmly.

To work only on my own Gemini Notebook Answers only from your sources (lesson

documents, with citations 9).

How to choose the right tool.

In practice a complete job can use them all, in sequence. For Marta's pond: Deep
Research to choose the plants, Guided learning to understand the filter, Canvas to write

the checklist and take it to Docs.
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Hands-on exercise

Twenty-five minutes, three tools, one project.

1. Choose a topic you really care about (a hobby, a job, a trip).

2. Open Deep Research from the More tools menu and ask a question with context and

goal. Let it work and, when it is ready, open two sources and check one fact.

3. Open a new chat with Guided learning and ask to be taught something on the same

topic starting from zero. Answer its questions and at the end ask it to quiz you.
4. Open Canvas and ask for a checklist or a one-page sheet on the topic.
5. Edit one item by hand and ask Gemini to shorten a section.
6. Export the document to Docs and open it in your Drive.
WATCH OUT

Did you verify at least one source of the report?

Does the exported document open in Google Docs?
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Questions that come up in class

How long does Deep Research take?
According to Google, usually five to ten minutes, more for complicated topics. You can

leave the chat and come back later.

Can | trust the Deep Research report?
It is an excellent starting point, not a verdict. Open the cited sources and check the

important data, especially numbers, regulations and prices.

Does Deep Research use much of my limits?
Yes, far more than a normal question. If you have a free plan, keep it for the research that

really matters.

Is Guided learning a different model?

No: it is a mode, a different way to run the conversation, which uses Gemini's models.

Where does the document | create in Canvas end up?

It stays in the conversation. To have it as a file, use Export and choose Docs or .md.

Glossary
e

Canvas A worksheet next to the chat to create and polish documents.

Deep Research The tool that prepares a research plan, reads many sources and writes a
report.

Export Taking a document out of Gemini, for example into Google Docs.

Guided learning A mode in which Gemini teaches you step by step, with questions and
paths.

Source The page or document an item of information was taken from.

Further reading

Google, How Deep Research works in the Gemini app - help page consulted on 7
October 2026
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Gemini on the web, tools menu, Canvas and Guided learning - author's tests and

screenshots, 7 October 2026

WATCH OUT

Interface checked on 7 October 2026. The Deep Research timing is the one given by
Google. The order of menu entries may change with the window size. Labels are shown in

Italian as on screen, with an English gloss.
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